During his time at NWRI, Ed was also the director of the Water Collaborating Center for the World Health Organization's United Nations Environment Programme, Global Environment Monitoring System (WHO/UNEP GEMS). He was also a scientific advisor to the United Nation agencies for the GEMS/Water Programme and for global freshwater issues, and provided policy and scientific advice to the Government of Canada on international freshwater issues. At NWRI, he supervised and mentored a staff of over 50 scientists, technicians, students, and volunteers. Following his career with the Government of Canada, Ed became a very successful international consultant providing technology transfer to multiple countries, particularly in Asia, to improve and modernize their water quality programs and networks. Ed was very well published in environmental quality issues with over 90 international refereed journal articles, books, book chapters, etc., and over 50 publications and reports provided principally to international governments and water quality agencies in support of their development. Ed also had five patents and one trademark to his name.
Ed passed after a strong battle against ALS on October 30, 2015, in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. He leaves behind his long-time partner Martine Allard; three children, Christiana, Michael, and Matthew; and two grandchildren. Ed has been an influential character in many people's lives, in many different ways, be it his role in science, management, or community. Those who knew him are all better off having been freely given his knowledge, compassion, and exuberance. He will be remembered for his intensity and integrity, strength of opinion, his sharp mind, and for his contributions to science and community. He will be profoundly missed by his family, friends, and colleagues.
